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Consideration of Petition for an Exception to Board Rules

University of Houston-Victoria in Sugar Land, Texas

Baccalaureate Degree Nursing Program

Summary of Request:

Consider the petition from the University of Houston-Victoria (UH-V) Baccalaureate Degree Nursing Program

in Sugar Land, Texas, for an exception to Board Rule 215.4(c)(3)(D) that allows a program on conditional

status to request a change in approval status at the end of the examination year if the pass rate is above 80%.

The annual pass rate is determined by the number of first-time test takers who tested during the examination

year, rather than the pass rate of a specific cohort. The end of the examination year is September 30, 2012.

UH-V is petitioning for a change in approval status prior to the end of the examination year because their 2012

NCLEX pass rate has been determined to be above 80%.

Historical Perspective:

• The Baccalaureate Degree Nursing (BSN) Education Program at the UH-V campus in Sugar Land

was approved by the Board at the July 2008 meeting.

• The program is a second degree professional nursing program designed for students who have a

bachelor’s degree in another discipline.

• The program’s approval status was changed from initial to initial with warning at the January 2011

Board meeting.

• The program’s approval status was changed to conditional at the January 2012 Board meeting.

• The program is currently restricted from admitting students.

• The NCLEX-RN® examination pass rates for the past three years:

Year BON Approval Status NCLEX-RN®

Pass Rate Number of First Time

Candidates

(Passed/Total)

2011 Conditional 63.89% 23/36

2010 Initial with W arning 28.57% 2/7

2009 Initial 77.78% 7/9

 

• Forty-two (42) of the forty-five (45) December 2011 graduates have taken the NCLEX-RN

examination and passed.

• Based upon this information, the 2012 examination year pass rate will reflect a result of at least

93.33% in the Board report for October 2012.

• A requirement of the conditional status is that the program may not enroll students until the pass rate

for the examination year (October 1, 2011 - September 30, 2012) is at least 80%.

• Since possible variances in annual pass rates could occur during the examination year due to student

delays in taking the licensure examination, Board policy is to consider changes in approval status

based upon the annual pass rate at the end of the examination year.  

• UH-V is asking for an earlier consideration of approval status due to the unique situation that the 2012

NCLEX pass rate is above 80%.

• The annual NCLEX-RN pass rate is not based upon cohort success, rather the annual pass rate is

based on the outcomes of first-time test takers who tested during the examination year, October 1

through September 30.

• The program admits one cohort each year and would like to begin the admission process in May

2012.



Pros and Cons:

Cons:

• In order to provide consistency with all programs, Board policy is to determine approval status based

on annual NCLEX-RN pass rate data.

• Determining pass rates for individual cohorts of graduates requires increased Board resources. This

could be problematic with over 200 nursing programs in Texas.

Pros:

• Since there are no outliers that could impact the final pass rate for 2012, Board Staff are assured that

the pass rate will be at least 80%.

Recommendation Note:

The program is seeking an exception to Rule 215.4(c)(3)(D) and as such, Board Staff defer to the Board’s

deliberation.
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