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Report on Meeting with

Representatives from Career Schools and Colleges

Summary:

On November 17, 2010, board staff met with representatives from career schools and colleges to discuss the

role of for-profit nursing programs in meeting the nursing education needs of the state. Representatives from

career schools were: Jim Tolbert, spokesperson for the Association of Career Colleges and Schools of Texas

(CCST); Rebecca Zielinski, President of Concorde Career Institute in Arlington; and Robbin W ilson, Dean,

Vista College. Board staff in attendance were: Kathy Thomas, Virginia Ayars, Robin Caldwell, Janice Hooper,

and Paul W aller.

Ms. Zielinski provided a power point presentation entitled “Texas State Oversight and Accreditation

Comparisons - Private Sector Colleges and Schools.” (See Attachment) 

The presentation included the following information:

• Nursing is the largest study area among the total health professions and clinical science programs

of study in career colleges.

• The Texas W orkforce Commission (TW C) is the state agency which provides regulatory oversight

for career schools. TW C focuses on the physical site, school policies, programs offered, Admission

Representative applications, faculty credentials, academic completion rates, placement statistics,

fees, tuition costs, refund policy, and verification of financial stability of the institution.

• Career schools with degree granting authority from their accreditation organization must receive a

letter of authorization from the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) (or exemption

as appropriate).

• THECB will issue a letter of authorization to schools holding regional or approved national

accreditation. (The national accreditation agencies listed below are approved by THECB.) 

• The regional accreditation agency for the area which includes Texas is the Southern Association of

Colleges and Schools (SACS).

• National accreditation agencies which may accredit and may authorize degree granting to a career

school include:

• Accrediting Bureau of Health Education Schools (ABHES)

• Council on Occupational Education (COE)

• Accrediting Council for Independent Colleges and Schools (ACICS)

• Accrediting Commission of Career Schools and Colleges (ACCSC)

• These accreditation agencies are recognized by the Department of Education and allow eligibility to

apply for federal funding.

• All accreditation agencies require the rigors of the accreditation process.

• Career Colleges allege that they are the difference maker in the effort to eliminate the nursing

shortage.

Staff Emphasized That:

The Board of Nursing will continue to accept and evaluate proposals from all educational institutions which

meet Board criteria. Proposals will be reviewed based upon compliance with the education rules and

consistency with fulfilling the mission of the Board. Following approval of new programs, the expectations for

compliance with Board rules will be the same for all nursing education programs, regardless of governing

institution.

Staff outlined the challenges for schools with inadequate resources or experience with nursing education.

Board staff expressed appreciation to the individuals who provided the  November 17, 2010 presentation.



Follow-Up:

On January 7, 2010, board staff received the attached response to the meeting from the above mentioned

representatives from career schools and colleges (See Attachment #1).

Staff Recommendation:

This report is for information only. No action is required. As directed by the Board, staff will also seek a

presenter for a future Board meeting from THECB, TW C, or the Department of Education to address the

regulatory perspective for proprietary/career schools.
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