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PETITION FOR WAIVER OF DIRECTOR QUALIFICATIONS

LONE STAR COLLEGE - KINGWOOD IN KINGWOOD, TEXAS

ASSOCIATE DEGREE NURSING EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

SUMMARY OF REQUEST:

Consider the petition from Lone Star College - Kingwood (LSC-K) in Kingwood, Texas for a waiver of director

qualifications on behalf of Donna Spivey, MSN, RN, CEN, and the recommendation from the Education

Liaison Committee (ELC) regarding the petition.

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE:

• The Associate Degree Nursing Educational Program in KSC-K began in 2004.

• W anda Seaback, MSN, RN was approved as Director in August 2008 and served until July 2009,

when she resigned to teach at another institution.  Former Director Peggy Aalund has been serving

as Interim Director since July 2009 and desires a faculty position rather than Director.

• The NCLEX-RN® examination pass rate for LSC-K for the past three years has been above the

required 80% for first-time candidates:

YEAR Approval Status NCLEX-RN®

Examination Pass Rates

Number of First-Time

Candidates

(Passed/Total)

2009

Preliminary -

First 3 quarters

Full

90.91% 102/110

2008 Full 92.86% 65/70

2007 Full 96.77% 60/62

2006 Full 85.71% 24/28

• Katherine Persson, PhD, President of LSC-K wrote the BON on Sept. 1, 2009 petitioning for waiver

of requirements for nursing program director for Donna Spivey, MSN, RN, CEN.

• Rule 215.6(f) Administration and Organization requires that the director of a professional nursing

educational program shall: (1) hold a current license or privilege to practice as a registered nurse in

the state of Texas; (2) hold a master’s degree or a doctorate in nursing; (3) hold a doctoral degree,

if administering a baccalaureate or master’s degree program; (4) have a minimum of three years

teaching experience in a professional nursing educational program; (5) have demonstrated

knowledge, skills and abilities in administration within a professional nursing educational program;

and (6) not carry a teaching load of more than three clock hours per week if required to teach.

• Ms. Spivey has been teaching fall, spring, summer, and “mini-mester” courses at LSC-K since

January 2007.  Despite having accumulated what the LSC-K administration considers over 9

semesters of teaching in the program, she does not have a minimum of three (calendar) years

teaching experience in a professional nursing educational program.

• LSC-K President Persson indicated that as one of three finalists for the position, Ms. Spivey was the

unanimous choice of the hiring committee and the administrative team.

• The petition for waiver of Dean, Director, or Coordinator Required Qualification Form was referred

to the Education Liaison Committee (ELC) for review.  (See documents in Attachment #1.)

• The unanimous recommendation from the ELC members was to approve the petition.



PROS AND CONS:

Pros:

• Ms. Spivey was the unanimous choice of the hiring committee and LSC-K administrative team to

assume this role.

• Ms. Spivey has been teaching in the program since January 2007.

• LSC-K graduate performance on the NCLEX-RN® examination has been consistently good, even

while enrollment and graduate numbers have been increasing.

• Former Director Peggy Aalund will serve as mentor to Ms. Spivey during the 2009-1010 academic

year.

• LSC-K posits that Ms. Spivey’s experience teaching summer and “mini-mester” sessions in addition

to fall and spring academic semesters equates to teaching experience totaling over nine (9)

semesters.

Cons:

• None identified

EDUCATION LIAISON COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

Move to approve the petition from Lone Star College - Kingwood for waiver of director qualifications for Donna

Spivey, MSN, RN, CEN based on the unanimous recommendation from the Education Liaison Committee as

indicated in the attached letter (Attachment #2)

























Attachment #2

Agenda Item: 3.2.4

DRAFT LETTER

October 26, 2009

Katherine Persson, PhD

President

Lone Star College - Kingwood

20000 Kingwood Drive

Kingwood, TX 77339

Dear Dr. Persson:

At the October 22-23, 2009 meeting of the Texas Board of Nursing (BON), the Petition for W aiver of Director

Qualifications for Donna Spivey, MSN, RN, CEN was reviewed.  It was the decision of the Board to approve

the petition and to allow Ms. Spivey to serve as Director of the Associate Degree Nursing Educational Program

at Lone Star College - Kingwood.

Requirements:

1. Rule 215.6(h) relating to Administration and Organization requires that “A newly appointed

dean/director or interim dean/director of a professional nursing educational program shall attend the

next scheduled education workshop provided by the Board related to the education rules and role and

responsibilities of newly appointed deans/directors.”  Therefore, the Interim Director shall take the

online Orientation to Educational Rules and Regulations immediately and shall attend the next face-

to-face orientation, scheduled Friday, November 13, 2009.

Requirements are mandatory criterion based upon program assessment directly related to the rules that must

be addressed in the manner prescribed.

Please be assured that Board staff are available to assist Ms. Spivey in her role as Director of the program. 

If additional information is needed, please contact Board staff by e-mail to paul.waller@bon.state.tx.us or by

phone at (512) 305-7658.

Sincerely,

Linda R. Rounds, PhD, RN, FNP

President

Paul R.W aller, PhD, RN

Nursing Consultant for Education

copy: THECB

Donna Spivey, MSN, RN, CEN 

mailto:paul.waller@bon.state.tx.us
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