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Prepared by: Dusty Johnston

 Bi-Annual Review and Consideration of the 
Texas Peer Assistance Program for Nurses Contract 

Background:

Attached for your review is the Texas Peer Assistance Program for Nurses (TPAPN)Contract. 
The contract terminates by its own terms in August 2009, but the contract is subject to a two year
renewal and extension .  Because of the original manner of procurement for the current contract,
which allowed for bi-annual renewal, the current contract may be renewed without engaging in any
new procurement process 

The contract and addendum currently set forth TPAPN’s approval and obligations to serve
as the peer assistance program approved by the Board under Chapter 467, Texas Health and Safety
Code. An approved peer assistance program may serve as a rehabilitation option for impaired nurses
instead of being reporting to the Board.  See Tex. Occ Code Ann. sec. 301.410.  The addendum
entered into by the Board on 2007 was designed to implement new responsibilities between the
parties are required by the Sunset Commissions’ recommendations adopted in new sec. 301.4106 of
the Texas Occupations Code.

Chapter 467 defines an “approved peer assistance program” as “a program that is designed
to help an impaired professional and . . . established by a licensing or disciplinary authority;
or approved by a licensing or disciplinary authority as meeting the criteria established by the
department and any additional criteria established by that licensing or disciplinary authority.”  Tex.
Health & Safety Code Ann. sec. 467.001(1).  Section 467.003 additionally provides that “a
professional association or licensing or disciplinary authority may establish a peer assistance program
to identify and assist impaired professionals” in accordance with chapter 467.

TPAPN has reviewed the attached current contract and wishes to renew its terms in
accordance with the current contract and addendum.  The current budget request pending in the
appropriations bill at the Legislature recommend additional funding for the Board’s approved peer
assistance program.  If the Legislature provides the budget request, Staff anticipates that the increased
amounts will be incorporated into any new contract with TPAPN.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends the Board review the attached contract to determine if there are any

questions or concerns to deliberate.  Staff is prepared to finalize a new 2 year contract that duplicates
the terms and conditions currently under operation with the exception amending any renewal to
include any new money’s appropriated by the Legislature for TPAPN.

Staff anticipates a final version of the contract to be submitted for approval at the regularly
scheduled open meeting of the Board of Nursing in July 2009.

No action is anticipated at this time.
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