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What does a status of “delinquent” mean? 
 If a Texas nursing license has a delinquent status, this means that the nurse did not renew that license 

prior to its listed expiration date and the license is, not active/current. 
 
It may be helpful to keep in mind that "delinquent" status simply indicates that the license is expired 
due to non-renewal and does not indicate or imply discipline was taken against the license, denial of a 
license, or revocation of a license. 
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What options do I have if I do not want to renew my license but do not want the status to indicate 
“delinquent”? 
 If you do not intend to practice in the state of Texas as a nurse, you are not required to maintain an 

active nursing license with the Texas Board of Nursing. 
 
Respectively, Board Rule 217.9 and Board Rule 221.9 provide licensees the option to their Texas RN, 
LVN, and APRN license in "inactive" or "retired" status if they no longer wish to maintain an active 
license.  
 
To request inactivation or retirement of your license, please complete and submit an Inactivation 
Application by returning to your Texas Nurse Portal account dashboard and clicking the Inactivation 
link on the top right of your licensing data. 

• If you wish to inactivate or retire more than one license in Texas (example: RN and APRN 
license or LVN and RN licenses), you must submit separate applications to inactivate each 
license individually. 

 
Please note that licensees can only request to place a Texas nursing license in inactive or retired status 
if the license is current. Therefore, you must submit the application prior to your license expiration 
date. 
 
If you do not renew your licenses or request that they be placed in inactive status prior to the expiration 
date, your licenses will go enter delinquent (expired) status. 
 
Unfortunately, it is not possible to change a license from "delinquent" to "inactive" or “retired” status 
per the above-referenced Board Rules which cannot be waived. 
 
More information regarding inactive and retired status is available on the Texas Board of Nursing 
website here. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bon.texas.gov/rr_current/217-9.asp.html
https://www.bon.texas.gov/rr_current/221-9.asp.html
https://txbn.boardsofnursing.org/txbn
https://www.bon.texas.gov/licensure_renewal.asp.html#t2
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If I place my license in “inactive”, “retired”, or “volunteer retired” status but later wish to reactivate 
to a full, active nursing license in Texas what do I do? 
 Texas nursing licenses in “inactive” or “retired” status may apply to reactivate their license to an active 

(i.e. “current”) status by submitting the reactivation application in their Texas Nurse Portal account. 
 
Texas nursing licenses in “volunteer retired” status must submit a written request via their Texas Nurse 
Portal account Message Center to request that their license be converted to “retired” status. From 
“retired” status, the nurse may then submit the appropriate reactivation application via the Texas 
Nurse Portal. 
 
Information regarding reactivating an inactive or retired license are detailed on the Texas Board of 
Nursing website here. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://txbn.boardsofnursing.org/txbn
https://www.bon.texas.gov/licensure_renewal.asp.html#t4
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I submitted my license Inactivation Application requesting “retired” or “volunteer retired” status but 
my license is still “current” or has entered “delinquent” status; what do I do? 
 License inactivation applications are processed manually by Board staff following receipt and review of 

the application. As this process does not happen automatically, your license will remain active (i.e. in 
current status) for a period of time while your application is evaluated. 

• As stated on the Board’s website here, the Board requests that applicants allow up to fifteen 
(15) business days from the date of the Board's receipt of the inactivation application for 
internal review and processing by staff. 

o Please note that the BON observes the State of Texas Holiday Schedule and such 
offices closures (in addition to weekend days – Saturday and Sunday) do not count as 
business days. 

• There is no method of expediting the review process; your patience is greatly appreciated.  
 
If staff’s review of your application indicates that your license is eligible for retired or volunteer retired 
status, your license will be placed in that status at the conclusion of our review of your application 
effective on that date. 
 
If staff’s review of your application indicates that your license is not eligible for retired/volunteer retired 
status or additional information is required to process your request, Board staff will contact you via the 
Texas Nurse Portal Message Center at the conclusion of our review of your application. 
 
If you submitted your inactivation application more than 15 business days ago and your license is still 
current or has since entered delinquent status (if your expiration date has passed), please review your 
Texas Nurse Portal account’s Message Center to determine if Board staff has contacted you with a 
request for further information or provided you with a status update regarding your application.  
 
If it has been more than 15 business days since you submitted your inactivation application, your 
license is still current or has entered delinquent status, and you have not received communication 
from the Board regarding your inactivation request, please contact the Renewal Department via the 
Texas Nurse Portal Message Center using the using the appropriate category for more information. 

• For LVNs and RNs: RN/LVN - Renewal/Reinstatement 
• For APRNs: APRN - Renewal/Reinstatement 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bon.texas.gov/licensure_renewal.asp.html#t6
https://comptroller.texas.gov/about/holidays.php
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I submitted my license Inactivation Application requesting “inactive” status effective immediately 
but my license is still “current” or has entered “delinquent” status; what do I do? 
 License inactivation applications are processed manually by Board staff following receipt and review of 

the application. As this process does not happen automatically, your license will remain active (i.e. in 
current status) for a period of time while your application is evaluated. 

• As stated on the Board’s website here, the Board requests that applicants allow up to fifteen 
(15) business days from the date of the Board's receipt of the inactivation application for 
internal review and processing by staff. 

o Please note that the BON observes the State of Texas Holiday Schedule and such 
offices closures (in addition to weekend days – Saturday and Sunday) do not count as 
business days. 

• There is no method of expediting the review process; your patience is greatly appreciated.  
 
If staff’s review of your application indicates that your license is eligible for inactivation, your license 
will be placed in inactive status at the conclusion of our review of your application effective on that 
date. 
 
If staff’s review of your application indicates that your license is not eligible for inactivation or 
additional information is required to process your request, Board staff will contact you via the Texas 
Nurse Portal Message Center at the conclusion of our review of your application. 
 
If you submitted your inactivation application more than 15 business days ago and your license is still 
current or has since entered delinquent status (if your expiration date has passed), please review your 
Texas Nurse Portal account’s Message Center to determine if Board staff has contacted you with a 
request for further information or provided you with a status update regarding your application.  
 
If it has been more than 15 business days since you submitted your inactivation application, your 
license is still current or has entered delinquent status, and you have not received communication 
from the Board regarding your inactivation request, please contact the Renewal Department via the 
Texas Nurse Portal Message Center using the using the appropriate category for more information. 

• For LVNs and RNs: RN/LVN - Renewal/Reinstatement 
• For APRNs: APRN - Renewal/Reinstatement 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bon.texas.gov/licensure_renewal.asp.html#t6
https://comptroller.texas.gov/about/holidays.php
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I submitted my license Inactivation Application requesting inactivation effective on my license 
expiration date (which has passed) but my license is now in “delinquent” status; what do I do? 
 License inactivation applications are processed manually by Board staff following receipt and review of 

the application. As this process does not happen automatically, your license will remain active (i.e. in 
current status) for a period of time while your application is evaluated. 

• As stated on the Board’s website here, the Board requests that applicants allow up to fifteen 
(15) business days from the date of the Board's receipt of the inactivation application for 
internal review and processing by staff. 

o Please note that the BON observes the State of Texas Holiday Schedule and such 
offices closures (in addition to weekend days – Saturday and Sunday) do not count as 
business days. 

• There is no method of expediting the review process; your patience is greatly appreciated.  
 
If staff’s review of your application indicates that your license is eligible for inactivation, your 
inactivation application will enter “Ready to issue” but your license will remain current until the posted 
expiration date since you have requested that your license not be inactivated until license expiration. 
The system will automatically update the license’s status from current to delinquent the day after the 
license expiration date. As such, licensees who request inactivation after license expiration can expect 
their status to show “delinquent” for the period of time between license expiration and manual 
inactivation of the license. 

• Licenses that temporarily enter delinquent status, however, are not penalized for internal 
processing time as staff will identify the inactivation date as their license expiration date when 
the license is manually inactivated. 

Per the above, please allow up to 15 business days from the license expiration date for 
internal processing to manually adjust your license status from delinquent to inactive. 
 
If staff’s review of your application indicates that your license is not eligible for inactivation or 
additional information is required to process your request, Board staff will contact you via the Texas 
Nurse Portal Message Center at the conclusion of our review of your application. 
 
If your inactivation application remains in “processing” status for more than 15 business days, please 
review your Texas Nurse Portal account’s Message Center to determine if Board staff has contacted 
you with a request for further information or provided you with a status update regarding your 
application.  
 
If your inactivation application remains in “processing” status for more than 15 business days and you 
have not received communication from the Board regarding your inactivation request OR your license 
has been delinquent for more than 15 business days, please contact the Renewal Department via the 
Texas Nurse Portal Message Center using the using the appropriate category for more information. 

• For LVNs and RNs: RN/LVN - Renewal/Reinstatement 
• For APRNs: APRN - Renewal/Reinstatement 

 
 

 

 

https://www.bon.texas.gov/licensure_renewal.asp.html#t6
https://comptroller.texas.gov/about/holidays.php
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