In the Matter of
Vocational Nursc License Number 1047003
issued to AMITA PATEL

BEFORIL THE TEXAS BOARD OF NURSING
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AGRELED ORDER
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On this day the Texas Board of Nursing. hereinafier referred to as the Board. considered

the matter of AMITA PATEL. Vocational Nurse ©.icense Number 1047003, hereinafter referred

to as Respondent.

Information reccived by the Board produced evidence that Respondent may be subject to

discipfine pursuant to Sections 301431 and 301.452(h)(D.(2)&(10). Texas Oxccupations (Code.

Respondent waived notice and hearing and agreed to the entry of this Agreed Order

approved by Kristin K. Benton, DNP, RN, Executive Director, on November 25, 2024,
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6.

FINDINGS OF FACT

Prior to the institution of Agency proceedings, notice of the matters specitied below in
these Findings of Fact was served on Respondent and Respondent was given an opportunity
to show compliance with all requirements ol the law for retention of the licensc(s).

Respondent waived notice and hearing, and agreed to the entry of this Agreed Order.
Formal Charges were filed on March 20, 2023,

Respondent was licensed o practice vocational nursing in the State of Texas on August 8,
2021,

Respondent enrolled in Burnett International College. operated by JEAN's NCLEX
REVIEW, via a Houston campus in August 2019, for a program beginning March 2020,

Respondent atiended orientation in Houston, butall of her courses were online. Respondent
attended no in-person clinicals. Respondent took classes and quizzes online, but her exams
were held in Houston.
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7. The Board never approved Burnett International College to operate a satellite campus or
hold clinical experiences in Texas.

& Before finishing her Burett program. Respondent was informed  that she would be
receiving her diptoma and NCLEX testing credentials from Sacred Heart International
Institute.

0. Despite not atlending courses at Sacred Ilearl. Respondent and her classmates then
completed Sacred Heart admission applications to receive their credentials.

10. The Board never approved Sacred Heart to operate a satellite campus or hold clinical
cxperiences in Texas.

[ 1. Respondent graduated from Sacred [leart on March 30, 2021, and took and passed the
NCLEX on July 1L 2021,

12. Despite not living. working. or attending school in Florida. Respondent applied for initial
licensure in [lorida.

3. On or about July 7. 2021, Respondent submitted an application for licensure by
endorsement to the Board attesting that she completed a nursing cducation program {rom
Sacred Heart International Institute, Deertield Beach. Florida.

{4, Sacred [leart International Institute was named by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services Office of Inspector General (HE 1S-O1G) and its law enforcement partners
as part of national scheme involving the sale and use of false and fraudulent nursing degree
diplomas/transcripts.

[5. The Nursing Practice Act and Board rules require that an applicant’s program be
substantially cquivalent to the minimum standards of a Texas approved nursing program
for licensure in Texas. Sacred lHeart International fnstitute and Burnett International
College lacked substantial equivalency to a Texas nursing program in that the curriculum
was inadequate and lacked supervised clinical instruction with live patients in all required
content arcas. As a result. the Respondent’s cducation was not substantially equivalent. and
Respondent is ineligible for a license hased on said education.

16. In response to Findings of Tact Numbers Five (5) through Sixteen (10). Respondent states
that she hopes the Texas BON understands that she entered in this LVN program innocently
with all genuine intentions to advance her decade long career in nursing. Respondent also
states that she has studied all the materials provided Lo her and worked on all assignments
to be prepared for exams: she has passed all subjects and assignments with all A grades.
She enjoyved working on scenarios/simulations on ditferent topics including but not limited
to maternity, pediatrics. Med Surg. the problem of sepsis. that was aiven as work
assignments during the course work. Respondents attended all in person classes ollered by
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the institution during Covid-19: some key ones are head to toe assessments and focused
assessments. She also enjoved learning the cardiovascular system during med surg classes.

Respondent states that Jean’s NCLEX Review assured her that they were the campus
associated with Burnett International College and accredited with Florida Board of
Nursing. so she could transfer her nursing license from Florida to Texas by endorsement
once she passed the NCLEX. COVID started the same month and by the end of the March
2020. the school contacted her and informed her that the classes would have to be online
through zoom, and this was approved by the school and the Florida BON. The time of
COVID was difficult for all of us trying to find new norms. Respondent started attending
classes online via zoom meeting as they were scheduled. All the material and zoom links
for class were provided by her teacher Mr. Jean via the Remind app. During COVID, there
were no facilities allowed to do clinicals in person, so our teacher was providing online
simulation and scenarios for students to work on. Respondent states her class was given a
quiz after every simulation scenario as knowledge assessment. Respondent attended all
soom classes and all simulation lectures as course work. Throughout the program, not oaly
was Respondent attending the classes every day during my school vear, but also studied
all the material that was provided by the school. Respondent passed all the quizzes and
exams that were given by the school, all final exams were required to be in person exams
at the center. Just before graduation Respondent was informed by Jean's NCLEX Review
that Burnett international was closed and her cducation credential will be processed by
Sacred Ileart International College and that was also approved by Florida BON.
Respondent states she searched the college online. and it found was an approved and
accredited college in the State ol Florida. Jean™s NCLEX was approved by Scared Heart
for the LVN program. All the students were informed that current program that was taught
by Jean's NCLEX was transferred to Scared Heart International College. Respondent’s
class all asked to fill out Sacred Heart admission forms so they could process our
credentials. By this time. she had only my exit exam left o take. Respondent went ahead
and took her exit exam on Feb 24. 2021, Respondent graduated from Sacred Heart
Internationat on March 30, 2021,

Respondent further states since she started her Nursing Journey from the CNA program in
Alabama in 2011, helping and providing care for those in need has been my passion.
Eagle™s Trace helped Respondent with part of tuition when she was in the LYN program
and will support her further o go to school if the Board requires it. Bagle's Frace supports
her to advance her skills as a Nurse: Eagle’s Trace has helped Respondent get certified for
infusion therapy in October 2023, Respondent’s workplace is recognizing her skills as a
Nurse and alwavs motivates her for advancing her carcer to provide the best care possible.

17. Respondent by her signature expresses her desire to voluntary surrender the licenscs.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

I, Pursuant to Texas Occupations Code, Sections 301.451-301.555, the Board has jurisdiction
over this matter.
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Notice was served in accordance with law.

The evidence received is sufficient to prove violation(s) ol 22 TEX. ADMIN. CODE §217.5
and §217.12(0)(HDH&(6)(1).

The evidence received is sufficient cause pursuant to  Sections 301.451 and
301.452(b)(1).(2)&(10), Texas Occupations Code, to take disciplinary action against

Vocational Nurse License Number 1047003, herctofore issued to AMITA PATEL.

Pursuant to Section 301.463(d), Texas Occupations Code, this Agreed Order is a settlement
agreement under Rule 408, Texas Rules of Evidence. in civil or criminal litigation.

TERMS OF ORDER

NOW, THEREFORE, 1T IS AGREED and ORDERED that the VOLUNTARY

SURRENDER of Vocational Nurse License Number 1047003 is accepted by the Texas Board of

Nursing. In connection with this aceeptance. the Board imposes the lollowing conditions:

Res

'.o

RESPONDENT SHALL NOT practice vocational nursing. use the title "vocational nurse”
or the abbreviation "LVN" or wear any insignia identifving herself/himselfas a vocational
nurse or use any designation which. directly or indirectly. would lcad any person to believe
that RESPONDENT is a vocational nurse during the period in which the license is
surrendered.

RESPONDENT SHALL NOT petition for reinstatement of licensure until at Jeast one (1)
year has clapsed from the date of this Order and RESPONDENT has completed a nursing
cducation program meeting the requirements ol the Texas Occupations Code Chapter 301
and 22 TEX. ADMIN, CODE §217.2 and/or §217.5, as applicable.

Uipon petitioning for reinstatement, RESPONDUNT SHALL satisfy all then existing
requircments for reficensure.

T IS FURTIER AGREED and ORDERED that this Order SHALL be applicable to

pondent's nurse licensure compact privileges. i any. to practice nursing in the State of Texas.
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RESPONDENT'S CERTIFICATION

[ waive representation by counsel. [ have reviewed this Order. T agree to the entry of this
Order and any conditions of said Order. | waive judicial review of this Order. | understand that
rcutive Director on behalt of the Texas

this Order becomes cffective upon acceptance by the Exe

Board of Nursing and a copy will be mailed to me.

Signed this J‘lmuy of ; iCLJQ«w 2()_Z.L5.

RI‘SP()\H)} NT

AMITX PATEL.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this __ day of 0

S}{ll\ll R — — DR - L a e P

Notary Public m and for the Stare ot

\pm aved .\ tn78nn “ind \nb‘cgi
;
\ ‘.

Joyce LilY. \ltmm) for il-{upml( ult/

Signcdthl.\f/ 3 dztitlku’
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WHEREFORE. PREMISES CONSIDERED. the Executive Director. on behall” of the
Texas Board of Nursing does hereby ratify and adopt the Agreed Order that was signed on the 1'1th

day of January. 2025. by AMITA PATEL. Vocational Nurse License Number 1047003, and said

Agreed Order is final.

Effective this [4th day of January, 2025.

Uit i, - Budir e, £
Kristin K. Benton. DNP. RN
Executive Director on behalt

of said Board
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