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Agenda Item: 7.6.
Prepared by: M. B. Thomas/R. Wilson

Board Meeting: July 2006

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL CHARGES 
FROM THE BOARD TO THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR EDUCATION

SUMMARY OF REQUEST:
Consider staff’s request for the Board to approve additional charges to the Advisory Committee for Education
(ACE) regarding distance education, simulation as a part of clinical learning experiences, and limitations or
a revised process for re-submitting a proposal for a new nursing education program after the original proposal
is denied by the Board. 

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE: 

• At the April, 2006 Board meeting, the Board voted to issue a charge to ACE regarding Board approval
of nursing education programs outside of Texas’ jurisdiction to include, but not limited to:

• Studying the issues involved in the Board approving nursing education programs
outside Texas’ jurisdiction currently operating in Texas or desiring to operate in
Texas.

• Recommending new rules and regulations addressing Board approval of nursing
education programs outside Texas’ jurisdiction currently operating in Texas or
desiring to operate in Texas.

• Reviewing rule language for clarity and consistency between Rule 214 and Rule 215
and making recommendations regarding Rule 219.

As discussed in Agenda Item 5.2.3., ACE has begun to address various aspects of this charge.

• The issues surrounding distance education and the use of simulation in clinical learning experiences
have become a cause for discussion nationwide.

• An increasing number of nursing education programs in Texas are conducting didactic courses via
online technology and recently several nursing education programs in Texas have inquired about
various issues related to distance education.

• Board staff have received numerous inquiries regarding the use of simulation manikins and related
issues.    

• Currently the Board does not have rules in place that specifically address the issues surrounding
distance education and the use of simulation as part of clinical learning experiences.

• In the past two years, at least three entities have submitted a proposal for a new nursing education
program more than once after the Board denied the original proposal.

• Currently the Board does not have rules in place or guidelines that specifically address the re-
submission of a proposal or time lines after Board denial other than to follow the current proposal
process and education guidelines again from the beginning.       

PROS AND CONS:
Pros:
• Gaining the perspective of the ACE members about distance education and the role of simulation in

meeting the clinical learning experiences requirement of Rule 214 and Rule 215 is timely. 
• The ACE members may also provide a stakeholder perspective in advising the Board regarding

possible limitations or a revised process for re-submitting a proposal for new nursing program after
the original proposal is denied by the Board. 

Cons: 
None noted.
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RECOMMENDATION:

Move to issue three (3) new charges to ACE to include, but not be limited to: 

• Possible rule revision to clarify Board expectations in distance education for nursing education
programs.

• Possible rule revision to clarify the role of simulation in clinical learning experiences.  
• Recommendations on possible limitations or a revised process for re-submitting a proposal for a new

nursing education program after the original proposal is denied by the Board.


