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Nurse Licensure Compact Update

The Nurse Licensure Compact (NLC) has now passed in twenty-three states: Arizona, Arkansas,
Colorado, Delaware, Idaho, Iowa, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Mississippi, Nebraska, New Mexico,
New Hampshire, New Jersey, North Carolina, North Dakota, South Carolina, South Dakota,
Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia and Wisconsin.  Kentucky’s bill will be implemented on June 1,
2007.  Colorado’s bill will also be implemented in the summer of 2007.    New Jersey has also not
been implemented yet.   The 20 states which have implemented the Compact thus far are: Arizona,
Arkansas, Delaware, Idaho, Iowa, Maine, Maryland, Mississippi, Nebraska, New Hampshire, New
Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah,
Virginia and Wisconsin. South Carolina was the most recent state to implement, February 1, 2006.

For future reference on the current status of Compact States, refer to the National Council of State
Boards of Nursing web site at:
http://www.ncsbn.org/nlc/rnlpvncompact_mutual_recognition_state.asp

Mississippi Board of Nursing

Mississippi has made complaints about the NURsys data base and discipline actions of other
compact states.  They also significantly delayed payment of their Compact dues this year.  These
issues were addressed at the NLCA face to face meeting in March where representatives of the
Mississippi Nurses Association and Mississippi Nurse Executives attended as observers. I
suggested that members of the Compact Administrators Group attend a meeting of the Mississippi
Board of Nursing to answer their questions.  Subsequently, the Mississippi BON invited members
of NLCA and non-Compact states to attend their June Board meeting and discuss their concerns
about the Compact.   The meeting was attended by Gloria Damgard (South Dakota), Chair of
NLCA; me, Vice-Chair; Faith Fields (Arkansas), Compact Administrator; Donna Dorsey (Maryland),
Compact Administrator and President of NCSBN; and the Executive Directors of two non-Compact
states, Louisiana and the District of Columbia.  Our testimony was well received and I believe the
meeting was very successful.

Discipline Summit 

The NLCA is planning a Discipline Summit July 10, 2006 for staff involved in disciplinary issues
in Compact states.  The agenda is planned to share experiences, facilitate discussion of
disciplinary issues, identify concerns about processes, and improve the resolution of interstate
discipline cases.  Best practices will also be identified.  Dusty Johnston and I will be presenting
portions of the program and Joy Sparks and Tony Diggs will be attending.
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